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What’s| Hiring Growth Powers Economy 


News 


World-Wide 


B ritain and the EU 
reached a deal on some 
contentious Brexit issues, 
opening the door to tough 
trade negotiations. Al 


@ Record wildfires con- 
tinued to blaze across 
Southern California, rais- 
ing questions about the 
livability of some areas. Al 


+ The Pentagon said it 
plans to keep some U.S. 
forces in Syria indefinitely, 
even after a war against Is- 
lamic State formally ends. A6 


+ Violent fallout was lim- 
ited following Trump’s de- 
cision to recognize Jerusa- 
lem as Israel’s capital. A6 


Trump repeated his sup- 
port for Republican Senate 
candidate Moore of Alabama 
at a rally in Florida. A3 


+ Rep. Franks (R., Ariz.) 
said he would resign im- 
mediately after allegations 
he had asked staffers to be 
surrogate mothers. A4 


+ A GOP tax bill is all but 
certain to cut tax credits de- 
signed to spur develop- 
ment of “orphan drugs.” A3 


+ Japan plans to buy its 
first missiles that could tar- 
get North Korean military 
bases from long distance. A8 


Business € Finance 
= i 


+ The U.S. economy is hit- 
ting milestones not seen in a 
decade, marked by sustained 
growth and robust hiring 
that has driven the jobless 
rate to a 17-year low. Al 

@ Stock indexes notched 
weekly gains on a strong 
jobs report. The Dow rose 
117.68 points to 24329.16. B11 


@ The first bitcoin futures 
in the U.S. are set to start 
trading Sunday, with volatile 
price swings expected. B1 


+ Apple said design chief 
Ive is resuming oversight of 
its industrial-design and 
user-interface teams. B1 


+ Voya is in talks to sell up 
to about $50 billion of retire- 
ment-income annuities to 
private-equity firm Apollo. B1 


+ Airports and airlines are 
fighting over a proposal 
that would boost federal 
taxes and fees on flights. B1 


+ ETFs pulled in over $600 
billion globally in the first 11 
months of 2017, already set- 
ting an annual record. B10 


+ Putin launched a giant 
Arctic gas project that re- 
flects efforts to strengthen 
Russia’s ties to China. B3 


+ Logistics firms have gone 
on a hiring spree to handle a 
surge in online shopping. B2 
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Employers boosted 

payrolls in November, 
adding to evidence of 
expansion’s strength 


By Eric MORATH 


WASHINGTON—The U.S. 
economy is hitting milestones 
not seen in more than a decade, 
marked by robust hiring that 
has led to low unemployment 
and a sustained pickup in out- 
put. 

Labor Department data Fri- 
day showed nonfarm payrolls 
rose a seasonally adjusted 
228,000 in November—the re- 
cord 86th straight month of ex- 
pansion—after a 244,000 gain 
in October. Steady hiring has in 


turn driven the unemployment 
rate down to 4.1% for two 
straight months, holding at a 
17-year low. 

That would put economic 
output on track for a third 
straight quarter of near 3% 
growth, a breakout, for now at 
least, from a long period of 2% 
growth. The economy hasn’t 
delivered three straight quar- 
ters of growth at or above 3% 
since a period from mid-2004 
to early 2005. 

The economy has stumbled 
at other points in the eight 
years since the recession ended 
and might do so again, but it 
appears at the moment to be on 
especially firm footing. 

Hiring slowed after hurri- 
canes in August and September 
but has powered back. Mean- 


while business investment is 
accelerating, stocks have hit re- 
cords, consumer confidence re- 
mains strong, and the rest of 
the global economy is on an up- 
swing. Economic growth accel- 
erated in Europe during the 
summer months and Japan is 
experiencing its longest sus- 
tained expansion in 16 years. 
“Globally everyone is run- 
ning in the same direction,” 
said Gregory Daco, economist 
at Oxford Economics. “That sets 
up global growth in 2018 to be 
the best since the crisis.” 
Investors greeted the latest 
Please see JOBS page A4 


+ E-commerce spurs logistics 
hiring... 
@ Jobs data li 
new NeIGHLS.....essssssssssssssssssssssees 


Consistent Improvement 


Employers are steadily adding jobs more than eight years into 
the expansion, helping push unemployment to a 17-year low. 
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Fire crews searched for hot spots Friday 
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among destroyed homes in the Rancho Monse 
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rate Country Club community in Fallbrook, Calif. 
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Record Wildfires Ravage California 


By Jim CARLTON 
AND ERICA E. PHILLIPS 


VENTURA, Calif.—Califor- 
nia, its south burning weeks 
after blazes charred its north, 
is in the midst of the worst 
wildfire season on record, 
forcing residents to rethink 
neighborhoods built on the 
West’s drought-parched lands. 

On Friday, a half-dozen fires 
blazed across Southern Cali- 
fornia in every direction—San 
Diego County in the south; the 
San Fernando Valley northwest 


of downtown Los Angeles; and 
Ventura County to the north. 

The most destructive wild- 
fire, in Ventura County, raged 
nearly unchecked for the 
fourth straight day, consuming 
more than 132,000 acres. 

In a new and terrifying dy- 
namic of flames sweeping 
through settled neighborhoods 
that had rarely or ever burned, 
even smaller brush fires 
packed the power to paralyze. 

In Los Angeles, a fire now 
largely under control near Bel- 
Air shut down a portion of a 


major freeway, contributed to 
the closure of hundreds of 
schools this week, and set the 
city on edge. 

With multiple fires still 
burning, and nearly 200,000 
people chased from their 
homes, it is too early to tally 
the damages across the south- 
ern part of the state. 

At least 400 homes were 
destroyed in the city of Ven- 
tura, north of Los Angeles. An- 
other 15,000 are threatened 
near Ventura, and 5,000 more 
across Southern California. 


An estimated $5 billion of 
homes in Los Angeles and Ven- 
tura counties are at high risk 
of damage, while $27.7 billion 
of homes are at risk overall, 
according to CoreLogic, an an- 
alytics firm in Irvine, Calif. 

The southern fires come 
just weeks after deadly fires in 
October that raged 
through Northern Califor- 
nia’s wine country, killing 43 
people and leveling more than 
8,000 homes and other struc- 
tures. Already, $9 billion in 


Please see FIRES page A2 


Brexit 
Talks 


Move to 


Key Trade 
Battle 


A breakthrough Friday in 
grueling divorce talks between 
the U.K. and the European Union 
opened the door to the next 
stage: tough trade negotiations 
that will determine Britain’s eco- 
nomic relations with Europe, the 
U.S. and the rest of the world. 


By Laurence Norman 
in Brussels and Jenny 
Gross in London 


After six months of tense ne- 
gotiations, the EU and the U.K. 
overcame acrimony to make 
progress on a handful of conten- 
tious issues around Britain’s 
planned departure from the bloc 
in March 2019, including a finan- 
cial settlement and the rights of 
British and EU citizens to live 
and work in one another’s terri- 
tories after Brexit. 

With Friday’s deal, British 
Prime Minister Theresa May 
gained the EU’s provisional as- 
sent to advance negotiations on 
post-departure arrangements. 
She has vowed to push for an 
ambitious pact that secures fa- 
vorable terms of trade with Brit- 
ain’s biggest trading partner, but 
EU officials have warned any 
trade deal could be much more 

Please see BREXIT page A7 


@ Heard on the Street: A Brexit 
breakthrough that isn’t...... B11 


Your Honor, 


The Jury 
Rests 


Judges, lawyers on 


complex trials must 


4  battlesnoozing 4 


By NIcoLE HONG 


The right to a jury trial is a 
pillar of America’s justice sys- 
tem, enshrined in the Constitu- 
tion from a tradition dating 
back more than 1,000 years. 

The problem these days is 
making sure jurors stay awake. 

Last week, federal judges in 
two New York trials—one in- 
volving charges of sanctions 
evasion, the other concerning 
allegations of corruption in in- 
ternational soccer—dismissed 
jurors who were dozing off. 

“From time immemorial, ju- 
rors have been falling asleep be- 
cause from time immemorial, 
lawyers have been boring,” says 
John Gleeson, who was a fed- 

Please see JURY page A9 


Opioids: The Story 
That Came Home 


A columnist who covered the heroin epidemic 
misses the signs of her own son’s addiction 


By DAN FROSCH 


ALBUQUERQUE, N. M.— 
Joline Gutierrez Krueger was 
with her youngest son at the 
dentist when Devin, her old- 
est, called to remind her to 
buy cat litter. “Love you,” he 
said, before hanging up. 

It was March 8, a day that 
would split her life into be- 
fore and after. Ms. Krueger, 
60 years old, was a single 
mother who rode the ups 
and downs of raising six 
children yet had much to be 
grateful for: a house, a fam- 
ily and a career as a colum- 
nist for New Mexico’s largest 
newspaper. 

About 45 minutes after 
Devin called, the phone rang 
again. Ms. Krueger’s 20-year- 
old son Nik was hyperventi- 


lating and struggling to 
speak through bursts of 
sobs. She could barely un- 
derstand him, something 
about Devin and heroin. “No. 
That can’t be real,” she said. 
“Oh, god. Oh, god.” 

Ms. Krueger yanked her 
youngest from the dentist’s 
chair and sped her SUV to- 
ward home 30 miles away. 
She tried to reach Devin’s fa- 
ther, a medical technician at 
nearby University of New 
Mexico Hospital. Nik called 
again to say Devin was al- 
ready headed there in an 
ambulance. 

She arrived at the emer- 
gency room, and Devin was 
in a coma. As Ms. Krueger 
clasped her son’s arm, 
Devin’s heart stopped. 

Please see OPIOID page A10 


Fight Brews Over Air Travel Fees 


A Senate proposal that could bump federal taxes and fees on a 
typical round-trip plane ticket to more than $70 has airlines worried 
about losing passengers. Airports say they need the money. B1 


Sample domestic round-trip ticket from Peoria, Ill., through 
Chicago’s O'Hare to Raleigh/Durham, N.C., this year 


Security surcharge 


Total ticket 
$300.00 


Taxes and fees 
$63.35 


— $5.60 
— 410 
— 450° 
— 410 


Base 4.50 


air fare 
$236.65 


5.60 
4.10 
4.50* 
4.10 
4.50 


— 17.75 


Flight segment tax I Passenger facility charge 


Peoria to Raleigh/Durham 
Peoria to Chicago 

On departing Peoria 
Chicago to Raleigh/Durham 
On departing Chicago 


Raleigh/Durham to Peoria 
Raleigh/Durham to Chicago 
On departing Raleigh/Durham 
Chicago to Peoria 


On departing Chicago 


Federal excise tax 


*Could grow to $8.50 if a Senate budget bill passes 


Source: Airlines for America 
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